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Terms 1 and 2 were completed with no incidents or accidents to report and we are now in the middle of our Term 3 
Winter Recess. 
Thank you to all the lovely volunteers who have made it possible to ride two groups of 7 children on a Tuesday 
morning and a group  of 5 on Thursday mornings.  It is so heartwarming to see the huge advances these children 
have made from the start of Term 1 until the last day of Term 2 when they got to show their prowess off to parents.  
There were a few tears in the eyes of parents and volunteers alike when we realised just how far some of these 
children have come.  It is a real team effort—the lovely ponies who I am sure really enjoy helping their wee riders; 
the pony leaders who have learnt to read their pony’s own form of sign language so that we can understand where 
they are at in their own comfort zones; the side walkers who sometimes arrive with their own injuries that they 
work through and grin and bear it so that their child doesn’t have to sit out a session; and the volunteers who for 
one reason or another can’t participate in the physical side of leading or sidewalking but who arrive and do their  
bit to keep the wheels turning.  It really is a big team effort. 
A big thank you also to those who have taken on the responsibility of doing a daily check of the ponies and 
grounds.  We couldn’t operate without you.  Thank you also to the wee group of fill in people who have stepped in, 
sometimes at late notice, to ensure that the daily check is done. 
Thank you also to those who have helped to keep the grounds in such great condition by doing those very neces-
sary maintenance jobs.  We have some very capable and willing volunteers who use their own initiative and make 
sure everything is running smoothly. 
We are also very lucky to have the Drury Rotary team on board to help with the larger jobs that sometimes need 
special expertise.  They are also a great help financially. 
 

WINTER RECESS 
A small group of volunteers has continued the Tuesday sessions during the winter recess in order to keep the po-
nies ticking over.  This core group of volunteers have helped get the ponies in, unrugged, brushed, free run and 
fed, before re-rugging and returning them to the paddocks a lot happier in mind and body for the break in their rou-
tine.  While the ponies are being run or fed, a lot of jobs have been ticked off our to-do list as well.  We officially 
start at the later time of 9.30am although some just can’t wait that long so it is not unusual to see ponies coming in 
from the paddocks by 8.30am.   The ponies themselves have a built in time clock I am sure, as more often than 
not they are ready and waiting at their paddock gates when we arrive.  They march up the paddocks with great 
enthusiasm and love their time free running in the arena in their paddock groups of 2 or 3 at a time.  They have 
come through the winter in great order and going by the highjinks performed in their free running sessions, are 
more than ready for a new term to start. 
We have taken one rider (the only rider who does not come to us as part of a school group) through from the end 
of Term 2, including the school holiday period, and haven’t missed a single Tuesday due to weather.  Thank you to 
those volunteers who made the commitment to continue working through with this rider.   
Thank you also to those volunteers who pop in from time to time to lend a hand, there is still a list of odd jobs wait-
ing to be attended to, and I am sure there are many more little jobs that we have overlooked.  It is so hard to keep 
up with things once the Term has started, so now is the time to get everything sorted. 
It has also been great to see a few new faces pop in to just see what we are all about.  Hopefully we will have 
some new volunteers on board come Term 4. 
 

TRAINING DAYS 
Once again we will be using the two Tuesdays of the next school holidays to do some volunteer training.  It is a 
chance for all volunteers to practice emergency dismounts and to play around with different riding positions, plus a 
chance to just brush up on procedures before we start the new term.  It is also a time to train up any new volun-
teers.  The dates will be Tuesday 1 October and Tuesday 8 October with the usual 8.30am start to get ponies in 
and prepared with riders on at 9.30am.  This is a chance for volunteers to bring along their children/grandchildren/
friends children.  As long as they are under the 45kg weight limit, we would love to have some riders to practice 
on!! 
 

DRURY ROTARY GROUP 
The Rotary have been back in touch and have started looking at our ‘To Do Wish List’ again.  Local man Warwick, 
who owns the tractor with front end loader and scoop, is in the process of organising the boys to make a start on 
our concrete wash down bay in front of the new feed shed.  We have had $1,000 donation from Holcim Cement 
towards materials, plus an offer of reinforcing steel from one of our volunteers. All we need now is some man-
power and concreting expertise.  If you can help, please contact Alison Green or Kathy Drake.   
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TACK SALE 
The committee are presently organising a Tack Sale to be held on our grounds on Sunday 6 October, from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm.   
This is a chance for us to fundraise by clearing out a lot of horse related products that are surplus to our require-
ments, and also to educate the public about our activities.  We will need volunteer helpers to set out sales tables, 
man stalls, hand out our volunteer information pamphlets, run a cake stall and a sausage sizzle and generally just 
help keep things running along smoothly.  We will also need some enthusiastic home bakers to produce the pro-
duce for the cake stall. 
 

GINGERBREAD HORSE SALES 
A big thank you to all the volunteers who baked gingerbread horses.  We sent over $500 off to head office and are 
awaiting our share of the profit.   
We were very late getting the information and baking packs through from Head Office but, thanks to Alison Daldy, 
we did manage to get something organised and a wee group of volunteers manned a table outside the Paper Plus 
shop in Pukekohe on the Thursday of RDA Awareness Week and returned full of ideas for next year.  We are now 
much wiser as to how to undertake this project, and can see it as being a great way to raise funds in the future.  
Next year we will be organised well ahead and have some great ideas of how to get more people involved. 
 

CHARLIE 
Some sad news for those volunteers who were around when Bernadette Webster was President.  You will remem-
ber Bernadette’s wee harness pony, Charlie, who also did his time as an RDA pony.  She sadly farewelled Charlie 
in early July, having almost reached his 37th birthday. 
 

POST OFFICE BOX 
We now have a Post Office box in Pukekohe, so all correspondence should now be forwarded to : 

South Auckland Riding for Disabled Association 
       PO BOX 503 
       PUKEKOHE 2340 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH  Farrier due plus general working bee to go through the Container and  
     sort gear ready for the Tack Sale.  Extra hands to help will be appreciated. 
     We will be on deck (or should that be paddock!) from 8.00am. 
 
SAT/SUN     SEPTEMBER 7TH/8TH Dale Speedy Contact Care Course to be held on our grounds, using our  
     ponies.  These courses are not designed to accommodate observers, but  
     anyone interested in participating can check details on  
     www.contactcare.co.nz and Kathy Drake will provide you with any further 
     details. 
 
TUESDAY    OCTOBER 1st  Volunteer Training Day.  Start time 8.30am 
 
SUNDAY      OCTOBER 6th  Tack Sale at RDA grounds 
 
TUESDAY    OCTOBER 8th  Volunteer Training Day.  Start time 8.30am 
 
TUESDAY    OCTOBER 15th  First Tuesday Ride Term 4 
 
THURSDAY OCTOBER 17th  First Thursday Ride Term 4 
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