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It is time for another newsletter, simply because we have so much in the pipeline at the moment. 
 
I hope all our volunteers have weathered the winter as well as the ponies have, and you are all ready to get back 
into another Term with our wee riders who I am sure are champing at the bit, so to speak, to get back on their po-
nies. 
 
The working bee, although light on hands, got us to the point where we now have a large pile of covers in the tack 
shed ready for waterblasting (Rod and Neal have already made a start on this, but it is slow work) and then re-
proofing ready for use on our own ponies.  We also have a pile (not so large!) of rugs ready for the tack sale.  We 
have all but cleared out the container now so the clubhouse floor is looking more and more like a jumble sale in 
progress.  So we now need some help in sorting this ready for the 6 October Tack Sale. 
 
The Dale Speedy Contact Care course was a great success, with all our ponies having a full two days of body 
work sessions.  Once again, I was blown away by the improvement in the ponies by the end of day two when we 
got to free run them.  Dannii just floated over the ground after two days of treatments by Dale himself.  Blue’s neck 
has now freed up and he has found he has a front end he can use to help balance himself at last.  All the course 
participants commented on what a lovely, happy, relaxed bunch of ponies we have and what a lovely atmosphere 
we have to work in.   
 
So now we are ready to kick off with two Volunteer Training Days, Tuesday 1st and Tuesday 8th October.  We 
hope to see all our volunteers on deck for these as this is our chance to brush up on procedures and to get our-
selves and the ponies ready to tackle the next Term.  The days will start at 8.30am with those of you who are put-
ting your hands up to lead ponies.  We will allocate each pony to a specific leader who will start the day by catch-
ing and preparing their own pony and working with that pony for the whole Term.  This is the way to build up a 
working relationship with your pony.  Kathy will run through all the basics of preparing the pony for a ride.   
At 9.30am we will retire to the clubhouse as Kathy and Casey are attending a RDA Coaching Course on Friday 20 
September, where they will learn how to plan a RDA session, goal setting, learning styles, teaching techniques 
and safety procedures.  So we will hopefully have lots of new information to hand on to everyone.  So those who 
are not wanting to act as Pony Leaders will need to be on board by 9.30. 
From there we will go out to the arena and have some hands on training with the ponies and any wee riders (under 
45kg) that our volunteers have managed to get their hands on!!!  We will be practicing mounting, dismounting, rid-
ing positions, emergency dismounts and anything else that crops up on the Coaching Course.   
Anyone who wants to have a practice bake for the Tack Sale—I am sure that we would all be happy to critique 
your baking on the 1st October!!! 
 
On the subject of baking—we are still wanting as much produce as possible for the Sunday 6th October Tack 
Sale.  If you can help, could you please contact Alison Daldy on  09-239 2998 or 027 2777262.  We are also need-
ing to compile a list/roster of workers for the Sunday.  Can you please once again let Alison Daldy know if you are 
going to be able to help.  It is going to be our big chance to get some cash in our bank account.  Last time we at-
tended a tack sale we made a healthy profit, so we are hoping to do even better by running this on our own 
grounds. 
 
Last, but certainly not least!  We are in desperate need of a daily pony check person.  This is an extremely impor-
tant job.  We have a roster of people who take on a set day of the week (which can be flexible to the extent that if 
one particular day suits you, you can negotiate with one of the other 6 people to get the day that suits).  You need 
to start by checking the blackboard in the feed shed which will tell you which paddocks the ponies are in, what 
special requirements they have such as whether they need hay fed.  You can read comments made by the previ-
ous days check people to see if anything needs special attention.  You then need to check all ponies are fit and 
healthy—i.e. all moving soundly, no cuts or other observable damage, their covers are in place and all straps se-
cure.  You need to walk the fencelines in those paddocks to make sure there are no wires down or fallen trees or 
other obstructions.  You also need to check the property is secure—gates shut, troughs fill and not overflowing, 
building secure.  You will need to muck out any ponies that are in the top paddocks around the clubhouse.  The 
rest of the paddocks are harrowed.  You then write up your comments for the day in the book. If you strike any 
problems which concern you with the ponies, you contact the horse manager who will attend to this.  Any problems 
with the property are referred immediately to our farm manager.  So the responsibility doesn't fall with the check 
person. 
If you think you can help, please contact Kathy Drake, Horse Manager, on 09-23 85576.  

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN ON THE 1st OCTOBER 


